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FamineFamine
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TyrannyTyranny
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HeroismHeroism
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AIDSAIDS
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Civil WarCivil War
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Celebrity HumanitariansCelebrity Humanitarians
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NLM Associates from AfricaNLM Associates from Africa
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African Medical Journal African Medical Journal 
Publishing Project EditorsPublishing Project Editors
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NLM Outreach in AfricaNLM Outreach in Africa
African Malaria Researchers

(Multilateral Initiative on Malaria Communications Network)

African Medical 
Journals
(African Medical Journal 
Partnership Project)

African 
Medical 
Students
(Medline Plus Tutorial on 
Malaria)

African Medical  Librarians
(NLM Associates Program & Network of African Medical Librarians & Deans)
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Paradigms for Development: Paradigms for Development: 
ColonialColonial
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Paradigms for Development: NGOParadigms for Development: NGO
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Paradigms for Development: Paradigms for Development: 
CollegialCollegial
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Creating a twoCreating a two--way street: way street: 
How, when and why...How, when and why...
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Communication Links Between PartnersCommunication Links Between Partners 
in Healthcare & Researchin Healthcare & Research

Decision 
Makers 

Decision 
Makers

CommunitiesCommunities

Health Workers 
Researchers 

Health Workers 
Researchers

Schematic by Andrew Kitua
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The Malaria SituationThe Malaria Situation
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Africa Reaches Out to the WorldAfrica Reaches Out to the World

Artwork by Janet Laylor
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Origins of Origins of MIMComMIMCom
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Goals of Goals of MIMComMIMCom
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African Malaria ResearchersAfrican Malaria Researchers 
Multilateral Initiative on Malaria Multilateral Initiative on Malaria 

Communications NetworkCommunications Network 
27 sites in 14 countries27 sites in 14 countries
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MIMComMIMCom PartnershipsPartnerships
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“Now we have a 
system that uses 
scientific facts to 
predict the 
epidemic. Before 
we were just 
guessing and we 
had no idea what 
was going to 
happen.”

Dr. Andrew Dr. Andrew GithekoGitheko 
Senior Scientist & Climatologist, KenyaSenior Scientist & Climatologist, Kenya
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To:       Washington

From:  Mifumi village, Eastern 
Uganda

Re:        Malaria and Bednets
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We are happy 
you want to help 
Africa.  We are 
trying to use nets 
to prevent 
malaria, but it’s 
not so easy…
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Nets by 
themselves 
don’t always 
work.  Here’s 
why….
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Why bed nets do not always work as designed:Why bed nets do not always work as designed: 

People use them for other things People use them for other things 
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Why bed nets do not always work as designed:Why bed nets do not always work as designed: 

People use them for other thingsPeople use them for other things
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Why bed nets do not always work as designed:Why bed nets do not always work as designed: 

One net for the whole familyOne net for the whole family
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Why bed nets do not always work as designed:Why bed nets do not always work as designed: 

Lack of electricityLack of electricity
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Why bed nets do not always work as designed:Why bed nets do not always work as designed: 

Rest of the family is unprivilegedRest of the family is unprivileged
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Late cookingLate cooking

Why bed nets do not always work as designed:Why bed nets do not always work as designed: 
Outdoor cooking and socializingOutdoor cooking and socializing
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Why bed nets do not always work as designed:Why bed nets do not always work as designed: 

Thoughts about other causesThoughts about other causes
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Why bed nets do not always work as designed:Why bed nets do not always work as designed: 

Poor Infrastructure and BushesPoor Infrastructure and Bushes
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Why bed nets do not always work as designed:Why bed nets do not always work as designed: 

No interest in getting helpNo interest in getting help
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When used, 
here’s how they 
often look….
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We brought in medical We brought in medical 

students to help out in students to help out in 

our health center and our health center and 

develop an education develop an education 

program.program.

Nurse Sister Nurse Sister GorettiGoretti
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Baseline survey on Baseline survey on 
knowledge of malariaknowledge of malaria
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Medline Plus Tutorial on MalariaMedline Plus Tutorial on Malaria: : Cultural Cultural 
BeliefsBeliefs
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Implementation of Implementation of 
information interventioninformation intervention
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Medline Plus Tutorial on MalariaMedline Plus Tutorial on Malaria: : FormatsFormats
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Field TestingField Testing

Medical student Ronnie Kiweewa
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Medline Plus Tutorial on Malaria: Medline Plus Tutorial on Malaria: 
in Englishin English
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Medline Plus Tutorial on Malaria: Medline Plus Tutorial on Malaria: 
in in LugandaLuganda
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Medline Plus Tutorial on MalariaMedline Plus Tutorial on Malaria: : 
LanguagesLanguages

English

Luo

Rukiga

Luganda
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Implementation of Information InterventionImplementation of Information Intervention

Bernard at Mifumi Health Center
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Implementation of Information Implementation of Information 
InterventionIntervention

MedlinePlusMedlinePlus African TutorialsAfrican Tutorials
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We launched a 
study of bed net 
use. Medical 
students 
collected data 
using the digital 
pen. 



‐59‐ 11/9/2010

The CollaborationThe Collaboration
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The Players: The Players: 
MifumiMifumi Village Village 
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The Players The Players -- OCCS Development TeamOCCS Development Team

61

Wei Ma in 
CMAX 2009

Chandra 
Kola

David 
Zhang

Matthew 
Rothstein in 
CMAX 2009
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The Players The Players -- COBES StudentsCOBES Students
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The Players The Players -- HealthNestHealthNest TeamTeam
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Survey of Bed Net UseSurvey of Bed Net Use

64
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Digital Pen and PaperDigital Pen and Paper

65



‐66‐ 11/9/2010

Data CollectionData Collection
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Data CollectionData Collection
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Data CollectionData Collection
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This is our This is our 
village.village.
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MifumiMifumi Village Village 
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MifumiMifumi Village Village 



‐80‐ 11/9/2010

MifumiMifumi Village Village 



‐81‐ 11/9/2010

MifumiMifumi Village Village 
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In July, we held a 
community meeting 
to give the results to 
the community and 
engage them in what 
we are doing.  They 
came – more than 
150 of the villagers – 
and stayed for TWO 
HOURS.
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Community MeetingCommunity Meeting
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Community MeetingCommunity Meeting
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Community CommentsCommunity Comments
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Community MeetingCommunity Meeting
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Here’s what 
the study 
found:
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Findings:  Education EffortsFindings:  Education Efforts



‐99‐ 11/9/2010

Findings:  Sharing in Most HouseholdsFindings:  Sharing in Most Households
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Findings: Appropriately Hung NetsFindings: Appropriately Hung Nets
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Findings:  MishandlingFindings:  Mishandling
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Malaria Morbidity and Mortality in Malaria Morbidity and Mortality in 
MifumiMifumi Village Village 

Year Morbidity Mortality

2008 4402 303

2009 3618 118

2010 2951 10
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Regina Regina ShakakataShakakata 
Medical librarianMedical librarian

“We are talking of 
empowering our 
communities, 
empowering 
individuals in Africa 
with appropriate 
information so that 
they can take 
decisions about their 
own health. About 
their well-being.”
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With thanks to:With thanks to:
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Charles Isabirye and Ronnie Ogwang
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